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people for their friendship and share my 
thoughts and prayers with the families of those 
who gave their lives fighting for a better Azer-
baijan. The United States will continue to work 
with Azerbaijan and other countries in the re-
gion to promote human rights, maintain sta-
bility, strengthen institutions, enhance the rule 
of law, and settle conflicts. 
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HONORING THE LATE HMONG GEN-
ERAL VANG PAO FOR HIS VAL-
IANT SERVICE AND STEADFAST 
ALLIANCE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES DURING THE VIETNAM 
WAR 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to General Vang Pao, 
the revered leader of the Hmong community 
residing in my Northern California congres-
sional district and throughout the United 
States. I join that community in mourning his 
loss. 

It is fitting for all Americans to pause and re-
flect on General Vang Pao’s steadfast alliance 
with the United States during the Vietnam 
War. General Vang Pao commanded the Se-
cret Army, a highly effective CIA-trained and 
supported force that fought against the Pathet 
Lao and People’s Army of Vietnam. His tre-
mendous courage and leadership aided Amer-
ican soldiers against aggression from the 
North Vietnamese. By fighting valiantly at our 
nation’s side, he helped preserve and protect 
our way of life. 

Our nation should not forget General Vang 
Pao’s contributions to the American cause. 
We must also remember the Hmong who lost 
their lives or who were forced out of their 
homeland as they fought against the evils of 
communism. They sacrificed tremendously 
and deserve our enduring gratitude. 

f 

HONORING MELVIN E. ZIEGLER 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Melvin E. Ziegler, who 
soon is to receive the World War II Bronze 
Star Medal. This prestigious award is given to 
those in the United States Army distinguished 
as heroic or meritorious during their service 
fighting against an enemy of the United 
States. 

Mr. Ziegler fought in the 88th Infantry Divi-
sion during World War II in Italy. He previously 
was honored with the Purple Heart and the 
Combat Infantryman Badge. Unbeknownst to 
Mr. Ziegler, he was awarded The Bronze Star 
Medal; however, it was never awarded or 
issued to him. Melvin recently received a letter 
from the Department of the Army informing 
him of this honor. I am pleased to say that 
after 65 years, Melvin E. Ziegler will receive 
the medal he so greatly deserves. 

During World War II, Private Ziegler was 
part of the force driving the Nazis from North 

Italy. Melvin was shot by a German machine 
gunner. The bullet was stopped from going 
through his chest by a New Testament Bible 
that he held in his chest pocket. Mr. Ziegler 
stated that he frequently did not read the Bible 
at the time, but since that fateful day, he reads 
it often. 

Melvin currently lives in Owensville, Mis-
souri, with his wife of over 60 years, Iola. He 
will be presented the medal on Sunday, Janu-
ary 30, 2011, at his church of 20 years, the 
Salem Full Gospel Church in Salem, Missouri. 
Surrounded by his family, friends, and con-
gregation members, Melvin E. Ziegler will fi-
nally receive the Bronze Star Medal for his 
service and heroism. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Melvin E. Zie-
gler for this celebrated award and thank him 
for his service to this great country. 
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REDUCING NON-SECURITY SPEND-
ING TO FISCAL YEAR 2008 LEV-
ELS OR LESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2011 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to H. Res. 38, an irrespon-
sible piece of legislation that asks the mem-
bers of the House to abdicate their responsi-
bility to vote on a budget for the federal gov-
ernment. This resolution opens the door to 
massive funding cuts to programs that are crit-
ical to our fragile economic recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, with H. Res. 38 the Repub-
licans have offered what they call a ‘‘Budget 
Resolution’’—but what should be called a 
‘‘Budgetless Resolution’’ because it contains 
no numbers, no specifics and, worst of all, no 
ideas for job creation or economic recovery. 

Instead, it takes the unprecedented step of 
giving unilateral authority to the Budget Com-
mittee chairman to set spending limits for the 
federal government. With all due respect to 
Chairman Ryan, no members of Congress 
should ever contract out their vote to another 
member—especially not on something as fun-
damentally important as setting funding levels 
for the federal government. 

H. Res. 38, the Budgetless Resolution, is a 
one-page document that makes the vague and 
simplistic goal of reducing federal spending to 
2008 levels or less. Democrats are serious 
about deficit reduction. But we also must 
make sure that we continue on the path to 
economic recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to be able to walk 
and chew gum at the same time. If we are 
going to work on deficit reduction—as we 
should—we should go through the budget sur-
gically, examining where federal investments 
are working and where they are not. 

The Republican plan is the exact opposite 
approach—it is deficit reduction while blind-
folded. The across the board Republican 
budget cuts would seriously hurt the people in 
my district by gashing funding for critical pro-
grams. 

We are not talking about ‘‘duplicative’’ or 
‘‘wasteful’’ spending. We are talking about 
Title I education funding that gives poor stu-
dents after-school support that helps them 

reach their full potential; GOP cuts would 
leave over 332,000 students in California with-
out extra academic support. 

We are talking about Title II education funds 
that keep class sizes small and classrooms 
more focused; GOP cuts would lay off over 
1,000 teachers in California, resulting in dra-
matically larger class sizes for students in my 
district. 

And this is just one example of the effect 
that Republican budget cuts would have in 
one state and in one area. Imagine how dev-
astating the cumulative effect of Republicans’ 
blind, across the board cuts. We are not talk-
ing about stripping funding for ‘‘bridges to no-
where’’—we are talking about real people; real 
lives; real families. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to cut spend-
ing, let’s not do so blindly. Let’s have a bipar-
tisan conversation about what our spending 
priorities are and where we can afford to trim 
the budget. I am certain that we can come to 
some agreement if we at least allow a con-
versation to be had. Deficit reduction is one of 
Democrats’ top priorities. But we owe it to the 
American people to do so responsibly. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing 
H. Res. 38. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,062,239,904,820.69. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $3,423,814,158,526.89 since then. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING ROSEMARIE DUERTA 
HUGGINS FOR HER SERVICE TO 
THE CABRILLO CIVIC CLUBS OF 
CALIFORNIA, INC. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Rosemarie Duerta Huggins for her out-
standing leadership and service as the 2010 
President of Cabrillo Civic Clubs of California, 
Inc. 

Rosemarie is a long-standing civic leader in 
California’s Portuguese community. Upon join-
ing Cabrillo Civic Club #10 Fresno County in 
1967, Rosemarie embraced the mission of the 
Clubs, which is to be dedicated to the 
progress of California in memory of Por-
tuguese compatriot, Joao Rodrigues Cabrilho, 
discoverer of California; to observe September 
28 of each year as ‘‘Cabrillo Day’’; to erect 
and maintain appropriate memorials, shrines 
and landmarks of Portuguese navigators who 
discovered and explored California; to teach 
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